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St Vincent’s School defines the term drugs as referring to all drugs including medicines, volatile substances, alcohol, and tobacco and illegal drugs. 

Aims of Drugs Education
The aim of the drugs education policy is to clarify the content and manner in which drugs education will be delivered in this school. Drugs education will contribute to the requirements of Section 1 of the 1988 Education Reform Act and the school curriculum should be one which:

· ‘promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and of society’: and

· ‘prepares such pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life’

The whole school will work towards these aims in partnership with parents.  

Other school policies, which have relevance to drugs education, are:

· Promoting Race and Equal Opportunities

· Sex and Relationships Education

· Child Protection/Safeguarding
· Anti-bullying 

· Code of Conduct, Discipline, Rewards and Sanctions

· Smoking and Alcohol

· Special Educational Needs

· Health, Safety and Security

· PSHEE and Citizenship

· Medicine

· Health Promotion

· Staff Handbook

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development
The drugs education programme will reflect the school’s over-arching aims and demonstrate and encourage the following values:

· Respect for self

· Respect for others

· Responsibility for their own actions

· Responsibility for their family, friends, school and wider community

Equal Opportunities

This school is committed to working towards equality of opportunity in all aspects of school life.  All resources used will support this commitment.

Content

The drugs education programme will:

· provide information that is relevant and appropriate to the age, diversity and development stage of the pupils

· enable pupils to make healthy, informed choices by increasing knowledge, exploring attitudes and developing and practicing skills

· foster self-esteem, positive self-image and confidence

The content of the drugs education programme will be based on the recommended LA drugs education curriculum programme using ‘Health for Life’ as a framework. Topics will include:

· Medicine (drugs)

· Personal safety

· My healthy body

· Substance abuse

Organisation

Drugs education within the curriculum is delivered by liaison with the Senior Management Group, Science, RE Health Care Co-ordinators. Delivery will be:

· as topics

· through planned aspects of science

· addressed occasionally in assembly time

· through pastoral time

· through story time
· through active learning methods
· Parents will be informed of curriculum and resources as applicable.

All members of staff are committed to supporting the drugs education programme and in-service training will be provided. 
Outside Organisations
Outside organisations will be used to support and assist in the development of classroom-based work.

Confidentiality and Safeguarding - Children Protection

All staff and visitors, have access to the school's Safeguarding/Children Protection Policy and procedures. Effective Drugs Education may bring about disclosures of safeguarding/child protection issues and all staff are aware of the procedures for reporting their concerns. 

The Cirriculum Co-ordinator, HCC and/or PISM will have discussion with any health professional or other visitor before they start to work with our pupils as part of the Drugs Education programme. This is to ensure that they are familiar with our policy and expectations regarding correct practice and how to respond to issues, including those that may relate to safeguarding/child protection matters.

We make clear to pupils what our procedures are with regard to confidentiality, especially in relation to any issues of safeguarding/child protection. 
Complaint’s Procedures

Any complaints about the drugs education curriculum should be made initially to the Curriculum Co-ordinator, who will inform the Principal as required.

Dissemination of the Policy

A copy of this policy is available to all staff members and governors.  Copies are available from the school on request.

Evaluation, Monitoring and Review

A nominated governor will have a link role between the school and governing body.
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